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" In accepting your resignation, which he does with
much regret, the Duke of Montrose desires me to
convey to you his own sense of the value of your
services, and to state how alive he is to the loss which
will be sustained by the department in which you have
long been an ornament, and where your place will,
with difficulty be replaced.

(Signed)          "j. TILLEY."' "

Readers will no doubt think that this is official
flummery; and so in fact it is. I do not at all imagine
that I was an ornament to the Post Office, and have
no doubt that the secretaries and assistant-secretaries
very often would have been glad to be rid of me; but
the letter may be taken as evidence that I did not
allow my literary enterprises to interfere with my
official work. A man who takes public money without
earning it Is to me so odious that I can find no pardon
fcir him in my heart, 1 have known many such, and
some who have craved the power to do so. Nothing
would annoy me more than to think that I should even
In* supposed to have been among the number.

And so my connect ion was dissolved with the depart-
ment to which I had applied the thirty-three best years
of my life; I must not say devoted, for devotion
implies an entire surrender, and I certainly had found
time for other occupations. It is however absolutely
true that during all tho.se years I had thought very
much more about the Post Office than I had of my '
literary work, and had given to it a more unflagging
attention. Up to this time I had never been angry,
never tVU mywlf injured or unappreciated in that my
literary efforts were alighted, But I had suffered very
much bitteiwiiH on that score in reference to the

en supposed that I left
